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from the injurious influences of selfish and unprincipled agitation.
If the experiment succeeds it may have very important results. I do not see why it should not succeed if the Government sees its way to encourage it. The rules for settling cultivators will have to be modified if this scheme is to go on. They are framed to keep out land-speculation. But they might be modified to meet the necessity of any well-considered scheme framed by men who can be trusted. I mention It now as showing how the situation impresses a large-hearted fellow-countryman engaged in commercial work in India. His view, he explains, is that such measures as this, as well as the enlightened measures of political reform recently carried out by the Government, are as essential as measures of repression in respect of the present unrest.
I pass now to a phase in the unrest which is, perhaps, more familiar to people at home than any other, the unrest of the educated classes, the unrest which is due to the education which we have ourselves given to the people of India. I shall have to refer Immediately to the small proportion of the people of India who may justly be included among the educated classes. I have, however, no desire to minimise the importance of these classes or to refuse to pay earnest attention to their reasonable demands and aspirations. We have created these classes; and we have given them their hopes and aims. We are bound, on that account, as a matter of justice as well as of policy, not to ignore their reasonable claims.
We are bound by the generous promise of the late Queen Victoria, in Her Majesty's great proclamation transferring the government of India from the East India Company to the Crown, a promise which was solemnly renewed fifty years later by King Edward VII We are bound by this promise, as well as by the principles of justice and sound policy, to see that, as far as may be possible, His Majesty's "subjects of whatever race or creed shall be freely and impartially admitted to offices in Ms service, the duties of which they may be qualified by their education,